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The following work is to be completed by our first class meeting on August 12, 2024. There are 3 
components to be completed.

Each will be scored as a Formative Assessment
I. Send me a “Letter of Introduction” (aim for 1 page, Word doc email attachment) including, but not 
limited to:           Send to: kmedeiros@tchs.us
a. Your full name and what you prefer to be called. 
b. Who you are and what are your interests? 
c. Why are you taking APES?
d. What are your previous and concurrent math and science courses? 
e. What are your college and career aspirations? 
f. Anything else you think I should know – hobbies, family, sports, clubs, etc.

II. Watch the Lorax (2) The Lorax (original) - YouTube
Answer the following questions:

Introduction: The Lorax is a fictional story about a man whose activities abused the environment and 

about what he learned from the experience.  The story contains many common components found in the 

environmental problems and issues facing humans around the world. 

1) In the story of “The Lorax”, Who does the Once-ler represent?

 

 

2) Who does “The Lorax” represent?

 

 

3) The Once-ler moved across the land in his wagon.  He came upon a new region with an important 

natural resource.  What was this natural resource that the Once-ler found?
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4) Humans often appreciate the beauty of the natural world.  Experiences such as finding seashells on a 

beach or seeing a rare bird often cause strong feelings.  Did the Once-ler have feelings about the region 

and natural resources that he found?  Explain.

 

5) The Once-ler used the land’s natural resources to start a business, which made and sold a product.  What 

was the product? How was it used by buyers?

 

6) Pollution not only affects plant and animal species, but it also affects another living species, human 

beings.  Explain whether the Once-ler’s factory and town was a safe and healthy place to be.  Why or 

why not?

 

7) The Once-ler’s business failed.  Why? What happened to cause the failure of this business? What 

happens to the area where the business once was located? Have you seen this in real-life?

 

8) The Once-ler learned that he had made a serious mistake. What, in your opinion, was his mistake?  What 

could he have done differently? (How could the Once-ler have managed his company to protect 

natural resources and not run out of trees)

9) Explain, in your own words, What the Once-ler says must happen for the Lorax and his animals to 

return.

 

10) Can you think of a real-life example of how man-made pollution affected a real ecosystem, its 

abiotics (eg: temperature, water quality, air quality, etc.) or its habitat? Explain.
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11) The use of technology requires the use of natural resources.  The use of natural resources always has an 

effect on the environment. How did the production of Thneeds affect the Truffula trees, a key biotic 

natural resource?

 

12) Threatened and endangered species are those plant and animal populations threatened by or becoming 

extinct.  Often, this is a result of human activity.  Can you name the threatened or endangered species in 

the story and describe why they faced this condition?

 

13) Certain animals depended on Truffula trees.  Name the animals.  Explain why these animals needed 

Truffula trees.

 

14) Often, technological production creates “byproducts”.  For example, a byproduct of sawing wood is 

sawdust.  Sometimes the byproducts of technology are unwanted or dangerous and are pollutants in the 

environment.  Sometimes byproducts are useful.  Name two byproducts that resulted from making 

Thneeds.

1:

 

2:

 

15) What does the Once-ler mean by UNLESS? Explain.

16) What does your Truffula Seed represent and what should you do with this knowledge and your 

seed? Be sure to tell why.
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III.  10 Environmental Laws You Must Know – Watch the following video and fill in the box about each 
law.
(33) AP Environmental Science Exam Legislation Review - YouTube
You could also check this Quizlet: 
https://quizlet.com/9380200/ap-environmental-science-laws-and-regulationsflash-cards/
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CLEAN WATER ACT- (deals with surface water)-

SAFE DRINKING WATER ACT- (deals with groundwater)-

CLEAN AIR ACT-

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GQdztKdZAsM
https://quizlet.com/9380200/ap-environmental-science-laws-and-regulationsflash-cards/
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RESOURCE CONSERVATION RECOVERY ACT- also called RCRA
(deals with hazardous waste cradle to grave)-

COMPREHENSIVE ENVIRONMENTAL RESPONSE, COMPENSATION AND 
LIABILITY ACT- also called CERCLA also known as SUPERFUND ACT-

DELANEY CLAUSE OF FOOD, DRUG & COSMETIC ACT-

MONTREAL PROTOCOL-

Highly successful in phasing out 98% of ozone depleting chemicals.(CFC)
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KYOTO PROTOCOL- (US never ratified)

ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT-

CONVENTION ON THE INTERNATIONAL TRADE OF ENDANGERED SPECIES- 
also called CITES-


